
SORGHUM PRODUCTION

2018 PLANTED AREA

Sorghum is traditionally grown throughout the Sorghum Belt, which runs from South Dakota to 

Southern Texas, primarily on dryland acres. In 2018, sorghum was planted on 5.69 million acres 

and 364.9 million bushels were harvested, which equates to 9.3 million metric tons. The top five 

sorghum-producing states in 2018 were:

KANSAS — 2.8 MILLION ACRES

TEXAS — 1.55 MILLION ACRES

COLORADO — 355,000 ACRES

OKLAHOMA — 300,000 ACRES

SOUTH DAKOTA — 260,000 ACRES

CONVERSIONS:

1 BUSHEL = .0254 METRIC TON

1 METRIC TON = 39.368 BUSHELS
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SORGHUM AREA PLANTED FOR ALL PURPOSES AND HARVESTED FOR GRAIN, YIELD, 

AND PRODUCTION — STATES AND UNITED STATES: 2016–2018 

Source: USDA NASS Crop Production 2018 Summary, February 2019



CURRENT QUALITY ESTIMATES

TANNINS The most recent sorghum quality report conducted by the U.S. Grains Council showed all 
samples had no detectable levels of tannins (below 4.0 mg CE/g). More than 99% of sorghum currently 
grown in the U.S. is tannin-free due to decades of breeding efforts. 

GRADES All U.S. sorghum is graded according to several factors and falls within one of the following 
categories: U.S. No. 1 grade sorghum, U.S. No. 2 grade sorghum or U.S. No. 3 grade sorghum. The 
majority of the sorghum crop in the most recent Harvest Report met the standards for U.S. No. 1 grade 
sorghum. See page 14 for more information on grading factors.

MYCOTOXINS 100% of the harvest samples in the most recent sorghum quality report were below the 
FDA action level of 20 ppb total aflatoxins. 100% of the samples tested below the 5 ppm FDA advisory 
level for DON (deoxynivalenol or vomitoxin).  
 
Sources: U.S. Grains Council 2015/2016 Sorghum Harvest and Export Quality Report, U.S. Grains Council 2016/2017 Sorghum 

Harvest and Quality Report (grains.org)

PLANTING AND HARVESTING DATES

SORGHUM PRODUCTION


